
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING OF APRIL 10, 2012 
 
Following Executive Session, the regular meeting was called to order at 6:53 p.m. by Chairman Earl Temchin.   
Mr. Cammuso led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. The Secretary was asked to call the roll. 
 
Members present: Ben Cammuso, Marjorie Chase, Doris Hanser, Len Marcheselle, Lynn Maschi, Sandra 
Micalizzi, Connie Proll, Michael Rossi and Earl Temchin.   
 
The minutes of the March 13, 2012 meeting were presented to the Commission. Earl Temchin asked if there 
were any corrections, additions or comments. Connie Proll made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; 
seconded by Ben Cammuso; all were in favor. 
 
Mr. Temchin requested that nominations be opened for the following offices: Chairman, Vice Chairman and 
Treasurer. Lynn Maschi nominated Earl Temchin for Chairman, seconded by Michael Ross, coupled with a 
motion to close the nomination, all were in favor. Mr. Temchin thanked the Commission for their confidence. 
Michael Rossi nominated Sandra Micalizzi for Vice Chairman, seconded by Lynn Maschi, coupled with a motion 
to close the nomination, all were in favor. Ms. Micalizzi thanked the Commission.  Mr. Temchin asked for 
nomination for the vacant position of Treasurer; Ben Cammuso nominated Connie Proll, seconded by Len 
Marcheselle, nominations were closed, all were in favor. Ms. Proll accepted the position.  
 
The newly elected Commissioner/Treasurer deferred to the Executive Director, who presented the Treasurer’s 
Report stating that of the FY 2011/2012 revised budget of $483,000., $330,746. (78.5%) has been expended; 
$20,768. encumbered; with $103,679. remaining. Mr. Rossi inquired about the price of gasoline, and was 
reminded that we are locked in for a period of time. Bob noted that an appropriation for funds depleted during the 
storms has been submitted to the Board of Finance. The Calendar House budget absorbed over $12,736. in shelter 
related expense during the two significant storms in 2011. A motion was made by Doris Hanser to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report as presented; seconded by Michael Rossi; all were in favor.   
 
At the suggestion of Ms. Maschi, Mr. Temchin requested that the order of the agenda be changed to accommodate 
the number of individuals present wishing to speak under Public Communication.  All were in agreement.  
Peter Freeman, of 340 Dunham Street, Southington, President of the Membership Association, gave an overview 
of the objectives and research that the “Bulletin Outsourcing Team” has been compiling. This team consists of 
Delores Fanelli, Dick Fortunato, Peter Freeman, Cynthia Gilbert, Connie Proll, James Reynolds and Mark White. 
This team has been researching various options to outsource the printing and distribution of the monthly news 
letter, currently being sent to approx. 2300 households. Frustration was expressed  at the lapse of time since 
consideration was first given to outsourcing this publication in order to reduce both expenses in supplies and 
dependence upon the elderly volunteers who spend hours collating and folding in preparation for mailing. 
Exploration into local resources and professional organizations has produced a strong preference to remove the 
responsibilities of advertising procurement, maintenance, billing, collection, formatting, printing and distribution 
to an outside organization. Two such agencies have been contacted, as well as consideration of informal proposals 
offered by Connie Proll, James Reynolds and Delores Faneilli. Mr. Freeman emphasized his desire to see this 
project move forward quickly based upon a firm commitment and decision by the Commission. Mr. Richard 
Fortunato, of 36 Buckland Street, Unit 34, Plantsville, who heads the Membership Association Publicity 
Committee, provided insight as to the comprehensiveness of publicity efforts and possibilities in upgrading both 
the center and the marketing of it. Currently in “fact-finding” mode, he noted that the 2000 Census recorded 
12,500 Southington residents aged 55+. Currently reaching approximately half of that number, a publication 
produced and funded by an outside organization, combined with web presence and e-mailings would maximize 
exposure, deliver critical information, minimize resource expenditure and better fulfill our objectives of serving 
the senior citizen population of Southington.  The Commission thanked Mr. Freeman and Mr. Fortunato for their 
efforts, encouraging them to continue their research and present their findings to the Commission as soon as 
possible. 
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Chairman Earl Temchin recognized Town Councilman John Barry. Mr. Barry addressed the current proposal to 
strip the Senior Citizen Commission of its responsibilities and authority. Stressing Southington’s unique method 
of governing, noting that Commission members serve on a voluntary basis as advocates and voices for the senior 
population, he expressed his appreciation to the Executive Director and the Commissioners for their service. His 
purpose in coming before Commission this evening was to personally express his view, disagreement with the 
proposal, and assure the Commission of his support of the work that is done here and the commission process. A 
decision to eliminate commissions should be an open debate, addressing all commissions not singling out the 
Senior Citizen Commission. He further encouraged the Commission and the Executive Director to pursue the 
upgrading of the facility; noting it does not currently meet the needs of the senior population which is growing. 
The Senior Center is a representation of our community, and needs to be updated and made more inviting. 
Commissioner Lynn Maschi remarked that Cynthia Gilbert with a core of volunteers has been renovating and 
“sprucing up” with painting and improvements. John responded that those are cosmetic changes, “walls need to 
be knocked down”, suggesting having a professional study done. He doesn’t want to see us fall behind in our 
ability to provide relevant and critical services. Commissioner Michael Rossi noted that with the “baby boomers” 
coming of age this edifice won’t hold the numbers. Commissioner Leonard Marcheselle expressed his 
appreciation in John’s coming to the meeting and asked him to keep us posted on the situation, stating that this 
Commission provides a very important service in representing the needs, interests and concerns of the town’s 
senior citizens. John responded that he appreciates the government process – “the senior center is an example of 
good government” – with the Commission acting as a buffer. Chairman Earl Temchin also expressed appreciation 
for John’s presence, and his ability to “hit the nail on the head”. This is a legislative issue. Having served on this 
Commission since 1983, he strongly advocates that there is no middle ground – if the authority is removed, there 
is little purpose in the commission continuing in an advisory only capacity.  
 
Mr. Arthur Cyr, of 103 Berlin Street, Southington, offered remarks “contradicting everything John said”, noting 
that the ordinance committee seeks to update ordinances put in place in the 1960’s. The Senior Citizen 
Commission is not being targeted or stripped. There will be a Charter revision with a goal of reconfiguring town 
government. The town is not run by the Town Manager, but by the Town Council, its supreme governing body. 
Mr. Barry requested a rebuttal remarking there is a serious breakdown in communication. Leonard Marcheselle 
interrupted the discussion. Mr. Temchin confirmed that this is not an issue for this commission which does not 
have any control over the issue.  
 
Chairman Temchin then closed the Public Communication portion of the meeting, and resumed with the agenda. 
 
Executive Director Robert Verderame presented the March 2012 Director’s Report, noting that Dial-a-Ride 
provided 1465 one way rides on 22 days, including 524 in town medical rides and 102 out of town medical rides. 
Fifteen new members joined in March. The Nutrition Program served 845 meals on 22 days. We received a 
number of inquiries regarding senior housing options. In his capacity of Municipal Agent, Bob visited three 
homes.  The month was busy and challenging. Many more members utilized the center due to the nice weather. 
Energy assistance applications are dwindling down; the program ends April 30th. The Renters Relief program will 
begin on May 15th coordinated by Sharyn Murphy. 
 
Certified Volunteers Mary Robarge, Kathy Boglarski, Bob Binkowski, Patricia Bouchard, Ray Fecteau, Marie 
Olson, Len Pedone, Lottie Prushinsky, John Sudol and Sandra Voorhees have been providing excellent service 
under the AARP/TCE Income Tax Assistance Program. During the month of March, over one hundred seventy 
individuals were given assistance with their federal and state income tax returns. Completed tax returns were e-
filed, and clients were given copies of their returns. A number of individuals expressed appreciation for the 
expertise of the counselors and the savings this service provides. Tax counselors aware of eligibility guidelines for 
the MSP program referred a number of qualified individuals to the office for information and assistance. Bob 
expressed his thanks to Mary Robarge, Cynthia Gilbert and the volunteers. 
 
The Neighborhood Enhancement Team (NET), a recently formed committee, will address concerns relating to 
blight, hoarding and back property taxes. In support of this initiative and in order to insure the safety and property 
values of neighbors potentially affected, possible changes to Town Ordinances may need to be enacted. There are 
a number of team members including the Executive Director. 
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Recently, the Executive Director attended two very informative and beneficial seminars including the CT 
Conference of Municipalities “Nuts & Bolts of Being A Supervisor” and CASCP’s “Emergency Management and 
the Senior Center’s Role”.  Brief overviews of both are included in the Director’s Report. After attending the first 
seminar he suggested to the Town Manager that it would be beneficial to every supervisor, he agreed, and will 
include it in upcoming training opportunities.  
 
The 2012 Annual Conference of the American Society on Aging, “Aging in America” held in Washington DC 
March 28-April 1 provided multiple opportunities for information, discussion, brainstorming and networking.  
Bob expressed his appreciation to the Commission for their support in enabling him to participate in this 
conference. A complete report was attached to the Director’s Report. The Commissioners were asked to read the 
reports for discussion at the next meeting.  
 
Buses are running well with preventative maintenance done on all three; work was done on the 2002 bus – 
cracked sub frame was welded and steel support plates were added. The rear under seat heater was replaced on the 
2006, and the rear tail pipe clamp and three universal joints on the drive shaft were replaced. On the 2009 bus, 
three universal joints were also replaced on the drive shaft. Maximum Security is scheduled to replace the Fire 
Alarm Panel in April. Painting of the Main Hall is well underway and looks terrific. The talents of our awesome 
“painters” are really making a difference. The Southington Historical Society contributed a number of 
photographs that were matted and framed by Cynthia Gilbert and will be hung shortly. Several more projects are 
“percolating” that will liven up the center! The support of the Membership Association continues to be greatly 
appreciated. 
  
 The Program Coordinator’s Report highlighted  “Our Life Stories” a series designed by Melissa Morosko, CCSU 
BSW Intern, to create an arena for Calendar House members to share their experiences of being raised within 
their individual families and geographical environments. Customs, traditions, music, memories, prepared foods 
and trivia games were part of the popular sessions.  St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated with an Irish/Celtic program 
as a joint effort of Calendar House staff and the Senior Café Meals Program. Senator Markley hosted an 
informational bagel breakfast with an AARP representative.  Kennedy Middle School invited our seniors to a 
reception and production of “Seussical the Musical”. 
 
A motion to accept the Director and Program Coordinator’s Reports as presented was made by Michael Rossi; 
seconded by Marjorie Chase; all were in favor. 
 
Under Correspondence: Minutes from the March 8th Department Heads Meeting were available. Bob 
highlighted the “Safe Routes to School” (SRTS) program for which Jim Grappone was able to obtain a grant to 
provide a pedestrian link to DePaolo Middle School. Lou Perillo thanked the Calendar House for the 
transportation provided for the tour of town development for town officials. Brian Lastra expressed appreciation 
for the furniture Calendar House loaned them for the reassessment/revaluation process. The Town Manager spoke 
about the “virtual Town Hall” whereby many things can be done online without having to come in to the Town 
Hall. A rental request was received from the Lions Club for the use of the building for a training session on 
Saturday, May 5th from 7:30 am – 12:30 pm. They anticipate 30- 40 members in attendance and no meals will be 
served. Bob noted that they have been given permission on previous occasions and have been very generous in 
donations to Calendar House. Sandra Micalizzi made a motion to approve the rental with the usual stipulations; 
seconded by Len Marcheselle; all were in favor. The Orchard Valley Garden Club of Southington requested 
permission to have its Annual Picnic in our outdoor Pavilion on Tuesday, August 28, 2012.  In consideration of 
their generous donations of plants, trees and labor and the fact permission for this event has been previously 
granted, it is recommended that this request be granted. Ben Cammuso made a motion to approve this request, 
with the usual stipulations; Lynn Maschi seconded; all were in favor. 
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Under Old Business:  HQ has been contracted for trash removal, replacing CWPM LLC. Regarding the 
Newsletter Project, at the request of the Commission a letter was sent to Priority Graphics, LLC severing any and 
all agreements verbal, written or implied, and expressing appreciation for the time and effort put forth into their 
proposal and presentation. Several Commissioners have already met with the Executive Director regarding the 
evaluation, it is not a requirement, but if a meeting is desired, please arrange it with Bob at your earliest 
convenience.  
 
Under Transportation Committee:  The walkie/talkie radio phones on the buses have been replaced with Nextel 
units, in an effort to resolve several issues we were encountering. The West Farms Mall day trip had to be 
postponed due to the medical leave of one of our full time drivers. The Executive Director distributed a Policy 
and Procedures draft, requesting that the commissioners review it for discussion next month. As the numbers 
indicate, we have been inundated with transportation requests and must begin to implement some type of policy 
that will enable priorities to be met. It is imperative that there be consistency, that staff has back up from the 
Commissioners, and that we are all on the same page. Scheduling is currently being done with a team effort of all 
the staff; it is a “work in progress” moving toward anticipated software in the fall. A meeting of the drivers and 
office staff has been scheduled to brainstorm, communicate and work through concerns.  
  
Under New Business:  A brief discussion regarding the vacant position of part time clerk typist focused on 
transportation scheduling, hours of work and flexibility. Following the prescribed protocol, one person from the 
Town Collective Bargaining Unit applied for the position. This person had previously held the position, and 
proven to be capable, qualified and diligent. In conversation with her, the Executive Director had no reservations 
regarding her return, and strongly recommends it. Michael Rossi echoed that sentiment saying “if she wants to 
come back, we’re lucky!” Earl Temchin asked if there were any other facts that should be considered. There being 
none, Len Marcheselle made a motion to officially hire Dawn Sargis to fill the position of Part Time Clerk Typist; 
seconded by Connie Proll; all were in favor. Mr. Verderame will notify Mrs. Sargis of the Commission’s decision.  
 
Upcoming events include: The Troubadours will return by popular request, providing entertainment at the April 
26th Membership Meeting. A number of trips have been arranged, with trip sales scheduled. The annual Fine Arts 
and Crafts Exhibit will be held on Sunday, May 20th. 
 
Public Communication:  Cliff Snow expressed his appreciation of the Commission’s decision to hire Dawn. 
Personally having worked with her, he can attest that she is an excellent candidate who is flexible and capable of 
assuming all the requirements of the position.  Motion to adjourn was made by Ben Cammuso, seconded by 
Connie Proll; all were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.   The next Senior Citizens Commission 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 8thT  at 6:30 p.m.        
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cynthia Gilbert,  
Senior Center Secretary   
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